72              FORTY-FIYE YEARS  UNDER THE FLAG

ing together on the basis of a common cause against aggressions
or outrages upon any foreigners.

It was this condition of affairs which hastened the departure
of the Benicia to north China after a few days7 delay in Singa-
pore Koads. The season was advanced and the change of mon-
soons was at hand, with probabilities of dangerous typhoons
which sweep these seas at these times and are so full of peril
to ships in the contracted waters of that part of the world. But
the Benicia was a well-found sloop-of-war. Her officers and
crew were well trained and seasoned by the tempestuous weather
met on her voyage outward, so that there was no concern felt
about storm or squall to be met on her route northward. She
arrived in Hong Kong on the 12th of August, 1870, and, owing
to the prevalent rumors at this place of distrust and possible
dangers to foreign residents in the ports north, she coaled rap-
idly and renewed her supplies from the storehouse there and
sailed for Shanghai, where she arrived on August 23d, having
looked in at Amoy on the way up as a precautionary measure.n of both the French and Herman, armies
